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The Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool incorporates 
wildlife and ecological data into an online map 
identifying “crucial” wildlife habitat and corridors 
across 16 western states.  

• Landscape level pre-planning tool 
• Consistent, west-wide information 
• Reduce time, costs, conflicts and surprises 

in project planning 
• Inform conservation planning, 

investment, and implementation 
• Ensure wildlife values are better 

incorporated into land use planning and 
decision-making 
 

CHAT 
Goals and Objectives  



CHAT Websites 

State Websites  
(e.g. New Mexico) West-wide Website 



CHAT Data 

• Eight data layers 
combined into one 
Crucial Habitat layer 

• Categorized 1 mile 
hexagons across 
Western US. 

Crucial Habitat 

Species of Concern 

Terrestrial Game Species 

Aquatic Game Species 

Wildlife Corridors 
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Large Natural Areas 

Ecosystems of Concern 

Watershed Health 



CHAT Hexagons 
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Important Bird Areas 
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NM Wetlands RAM NM Crucial 
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New Mexico CHAT Data 

Playas 



Kansas CHAT Data 



Crucial Habitat is ranked on a relative scale of 1-6.  1 indicates areas 
most likely to provide crucial habitat and conservation potential, depicted 

in darker blue hexagons on the map. 

Ranking Crucial Habitat 



Data Accessibility 

Users can click on a hexagon to discover the data driving the 
crucial habitat ranking.  



Data Accessibility 

Users can easily access crucial habitat category 
definitions, aggregation methods, and data sources. 



Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies CHAT  

(http://www.wafwachat.org/)  

http://www.wafwachat.org/


NM Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool 
(http://nmchat.org/)  

http://nmchat.org/


NM CHAT Data Layers 



NM CHAT Data 
Species of Concern 



NM CHAT Data 
Wildlife Corridors 



NM CHAT Data  
Terrestrial Game Species (SERI) 



NM CHAT Data  
Aquatic Game Species (SERI) 



NM CHAT Data  
Wetland and Riparian Areas 



NM CHAT Data  
Large Natural Areas 



NM CHAT Data  
Natural Vegetation 



NM CHAT Data  
FWS Critical Habitat 



Download Data 

From http://nmchat.org/data-download.html  

http://nmchat.org/data-download.html


Future CHAT Updates 
• State Wildlife 

Action Plan 
Conservation 
Opportunity Areas 



Potential DoD CHAT Applications 
• Military Training Routes 
• INRMP 



Resources 

• Contacts 
– Rayo McCollough, rayo@unm.edu, 505 277-3822 xtn. 225 

– Chuck Hayes, chuck.hayes@state.nm.us , 505-476-8114  

• Websites 
– West-wide CHAT http://www.wafwachat.org/ 

– New Mexico CHAT http://nmchat.org/  
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