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Introduction 

Were it not for the Navajos, the Marines would never have 
taken Iwo Jim..  

-Major Howard M. Connor, US Marines 

The Japanese always said they were positive about winning 
the war-until the Navajos got in. 

- Carl Gorman, Navajo Code Talker 

The idea of using languages foreign to their hearers to convey secret mes- 
sages during times of conflict is surely almost as ancient as war itself. In 
America, both before and after the formation of the Union, military leaders 
have prevailed upon their Native American allies to use their native lan- 
guages to cloak strategic information and make it indecipherable by the 
enemy. 

During World War I, the American military employed the services 
of Comanches from Southwestern Oklahoma to relay secret messages to 
confound German adversaries. Speaking of these Comanche soldiers in 
the New York Times of December 13, 1940, Professor W. G. Becker of the 
Cameron Agricultural College in Lawton, Oklahoma, remarked that: 

One would be at a telephone at the front in communication with 
another back at headquarters. They would relay orders in their 
native languages. The Germans had tapped the wires, and it 
must have driven them crazy. 

In another World War I project, eight members of the Choctaw Tribe from 
Company D, 141st Infantry, successfully transmitted many orders in their 
native language via field telephone. 

An experiment to prepare Native Americans to do the same should 
the United States become involved in World War I1 was attempted several 
months before the December 7,1941, Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Har- 
bor that brought America into the War. As the New York Times of August 
31, 1941, reported, Lieutenant Colonel. Glenn B. Arnold of the 32nd Divi- 
sion had plans to use the linguistic abilities of 17 Native American en- 
listed men from Michigan and Wisconsin to: 

send radio messages in "code," their own Indian dialects, in 

the big Louisiana war games starting Monday. 











































































































