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White Sands Missile Range (WSMR), at just over 2.2 million
acres, is one of the largest expanses of relatively
undeveloped land remaining in the southwestern
United States. The Missile Range is located in south-central
New Mexico at the northern edge of the Chihuahuan Desert.
White Sands National Monument and the San Andres
National Wildlife Refuge are located entirely within WSMR’s
boundaries.

E levat ions range f rom about 3,850f t in the
Tularosa Basin to nearly 9,000ft at Salinas Peak in the
San Andres mountains. The Malpais lava flow, gypsum
dunes, and desert scrub dominate the Tularosa Basin in the
southern and central part of WSMR. In the north, broad
grassy playas and rolling yucca grasslands dominate over
swaths of sand, sage, and creosotebush. Mesquite dunes
and creosote flats give way to broad grassy foothills leading
up to steep rocky cliffs and pinyon juniper woodlands.
These unique habitats support 289 documented bird species.

This list has been compiled from various reliable sources
working within WSMR (contributors listed below).
The names and sequence of species conforms to the
47th Supplement To The American Ornithologists' Union
Check-list of NorthAmerican Birds (2006). It is intended as a
reference of bird species documented on WSMR.
Upon verification, additional species may be added to this
list by contacting Trish Griffin at 505-678-2029.
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KINGLETS

GNATCATCHERS

THRUSHES

MOCKINGBIRDS, THRASHERS

STARLINGS

PIPITS

WAXWINGS

SILKY-FLYCATCHERS

WOOD-WARBLERS

TANAGERS
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Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Black-tailed Gnatcatcher

Eastern Bluebird
Western Bluebird
Mountain Bluebird
Townsend’s Solitaire
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush
American Robin
Varied Thrush

Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
Sage Thrasher
Bendire’s Thrasher
Curve-billed Thrasher
Crissal Thrasher

European Starling

American Pipit
Sprague’s Pipit

Cedar Waxwing

Phainopepla

Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Virginia’s Warbler
Lucy’s Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Gray Warbler
Townsend’s Warbler
Hermit Warbler
Grace’s Warbler
Palm Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Northern Waterthrush
Louisiana Waterthrush
Kentucky Warbler
MacGillivray’s Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Wilson’s Warbler
Red-faced Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat

Hepatic Tanager
Summer Tanager
Western Tanager

Regulus satrapa
Regulus calendula

Polioptila caerulea
Polioptila melanura

Sialia sialis
Sialia mexicana
Sialia currucoides
Myadestes townsendi
Catharus ustulatus
Catharus guttatus
Turdus migratorius
Ixoreus naevius

Dumetella carolinensis
Mimus polyglottos
Oreoscoptes montanus
Toxostoma bendirei
Toxostoma curvirostre
Toxostoma crissale

Sturnus vulgaris

Anthus rubescens
Anthus spragueii

Bombycilla cedrorum

Phainopepla nitens

Vermivora celata
Vermivora ruficapilla
Vermivora virginiae
Vermivora luciae
Dendroica petechia
Dendroica coronata
Dendroica nigrescens
Dendroica townsendi
Dendroica occidentalis
Dendroica graciae
Dendroica palmarum
Mniotilta varia
Setophaga ruticilla
Seiurus noveboracensis
Seiurus motacilla
Oporornis formosus
Oporornis tolmiei
Geothlypis trichas
Wilsonia citrina
Wilsonia pusilla
Cardellina rubrifrons
Icteria virens

Piranga flava
Piranga rubra
Piranga ludoviciana

SPARROWS

CARDINALS, GROSBEAKS

BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES

FINCHES

OLD WORLD SPARROWS
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Green-tailed Towhee
Spotted Towhee
Canyon Towhee
Cassin’s Sparrow
Rufous-crowned Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow
Brewer’s Sparrow
Black-chinned Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Black-throated Sparrow
Sage Sparrow
Lark Bunting
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
Baird’s Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln’s Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Harris’s Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Golden-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
McCown’s Longspur
Chestnut-collared Longspur

Pyrrhuloxia
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Black-headed Grosbeak
Blue Grosbeak
Lazuli Bunting
Indigo Bunting
Varied Bunting
Painted Bunting

Bobolink
Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Western Meadowlark
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Brewer’s Blackbird
Common Grackle
Great-tailed Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Hooded Oriole
Bullock’s Oriole
Scott’s Oriole

Cassin’s Finch
House Finch
Red Crossbill
Pine Siskin
Lesser Goldfinch
Lawrence’s Goldfinch
American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak

House Sparrow

Pipilo chlorurus
Pipilo maculatus
Pipilo fuscus
Aimophila cassinii
Aimophila ruficeps
Spizella passerina
Spizella pallida
Spizella breweri
Spizella atrogularis
Poocetes gramineus
Chondestes grammacus
Amphispiza bilineata
Amphispiza belli
Calamospiza melanocorys
Passerculus sandwichensis
Ammodramos savanaarum
Ammodramus bairdii
Passerella iliaca
Melospiza melodia
Melospiza lincolnii
Zonotrichia albicollis
Zonotrichia querula
Zonotrichia leucophrys
Zonotrichia atricapilla
Junco hyemalis
Calcarius mccownii
Calcarius ornatus

Cardinalis sinuatus
Pheucticus ludovicianus
Pheucticus melanocephalus
Passerina caerulea
Passerina amoena
Passerina cyanea
Passerina versicola
Passerina ciris

Dolichonyx oryzivorus
Agelaius phoeniceus
Sturnella magna
Sturnella neglecta
Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus
Euphagus carolinus
Euphagus cyanocephalus
Quiscalus quiscula versicolor
Quiscalus mexicanus
Molothrus ater
Icterus cucullatus
Icterus bullockii
Icterus parisorum

Carpodacus cassinii
Carpodacus mexicanus
Loxia curvirostra
Carduelis pinus
Carduelis psaltria
Carduelis lawrencei
Carduelis tristis
Coccothraustes vespertinus

Passer domesticus
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ANSERIFORMES

GEESE, DUCKS

GALLIFORMES

TURKEY, QUAIL

GAVIIFORMES

LOONS

PODICIPEDIFORMES

GREBES

PELECANIFORMES

PELICANS

CORMORANTS

CICONIIFORMES

HERONS, EGRETS

IBISES

AMERICAN VULTURES
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Black-bellied Whistling-duck
Snow Goose
Canada goose
Wood Duck
Gadwall
American Wigeon
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal
Northern Shoveler
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Wild Turkey
Scaled Quail
Gambel's Quail
Montezuma Quail

Common Loon

Pied-billed Grebe
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Clark’s Grebe

American White Pelican
Brown Pelican

Neotropic Cormorant
Double-crested Cormorant

Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Snowy Egret
Little Blue Heron
Cattle Egret
Green Heron
Black-crowned Night-Heron

White-faced Ibis

Turkey Vulture

Dendrocygna autumnalis
Chen caerulescens
Branta canadensis
Aix sponsa
Anas strepera
Anas americana
Anas platyrhynchos
Anas discors
Anas cyanoptera
Anas clypeata
Anas acuta
Anas crecca
Aythya valisineria
Aythya americana
Aythya collaris
Aythya affinis
Bucephala albeola
Lophodytes cucullatus
Mergus merganser
Oxyura jamaicensis

Meleagris gallopavo
Callipepla squamata
Callipepla gambelii
Cyrtonyx montezumae

Gavia immer

Podilymbus podiceps
Podiceps nigricollis
Aechmophorus occidentalis
Aechmophorus clarkia

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos
Pelecanus occidentalis

Phalacrocorax brasilianus
Phalacrocorax auritus

Ardea herodias
Ardea alba
Egretta thula
Egretta caerulea
Bulbulcus ibis
Butorides virescens
Nycticorax nycticorax

Plegadis chihi

Cathartes aura

FALCONIFORMES

KITES, EAGLES, HAWKS

FALCONS

GRUIFORMES

RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS, CRANES

CHARADRIIFORMES

PLOVERS

STILTS, AVOCETS

SANDPIPERS, PHALAROPES

SKUAS, GULLS, TERNS, SKIMMERS
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Osprey
White-tailed Kite
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Harris’s Hawk
Swainson’s Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Ferruginous Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle

American Kestrel
Merlin
Aplomado Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Prairie Falcon

Virginia Rail
Sora
Common Moorhen
American Coot
Sandhill Crane

Snowy Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer
Mountain Plover

Black-necked Stilt
American Avocet

Solitary Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Willet
Lesser Yellowlegs
Spotted Sandpiper
Upland Sandpiper
Long-billed Curlew
Marbled Godwit
Sanderling
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Baird’s Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Stilt Sandpiper
Wilson's Snipe
Wilson’s Phalarope
Long-billed Dowitcher

Franklin's Gull
Bonaparts Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Least Tern
Black Tern
Forster's Tern

Pandion haliaetus
Elanus leucurus
Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Circus cyaneus
Accipiter striatus
Accipiter cooperi
Parabuteo unicinctus
Buteo swainsoni
Buteo jamaicensis
Buteo regalis
Buteo lagopus
Aquila chrysaetos

Falco sparverius
Falco columbarius
Falco femoralis
Falco peregrinus
Falco mexicanus

Rallus limicola
Porzana carolina
Gallinula chloropus
Fulica americana
Grus canadensis

Charadrius alexandrinus
Charadrius semipalmatus
Charadrius vociferans
Charadrius montanus

Himantopus mexicanus
Recurvirostra americana

Tringa solitaria
Tringa melanoleuca
Tringa semipalmata
Tringa flavipes
Actitus macularius
Bartramia longicauda
Numenius americanus americanus
Limosa fedoa
Calidris alba
Calidris pusilla
Calidris mauri
Calidris minutilla
Calidris bairdii
Calidris melanotos
Calidris himantopus
Gallinago delicata
Phalaropus tricolor
Limnodromus scolopaceus

Larus pipixcan
Larus philadelphia
Larus delawarensis
Larus argentatus
Sterna antillarum
Chlidonias niger
Sterna forsteri

COLUMBIFORMES

PIGEONS, DOVES

CUCULIFORMES

CUCKOOS, ROADRUNNERS

STRIGIFORMES

BARN OWLS

TYPICAL OWLS

CAPRIMULGIFORMES

NIGHTHAWKS

APODIFORMES

SWIFTS

HUMMINGBIRDS

CORACIIFORMES

KINGFISHERS

PICIFORMES

WOODPECKERS

PASSERIFORMES

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS
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Rock Pigeon
Band-tailed Pigeon
Eurasian Collared Dove
White-winged Dove
Mourning Dove
Inca Dove

Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Greater Roadrunner

Barn Owl

Western Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Elf Owl
Burrowing Owl
Long-eared Owl

Lesser Nighthawk
Common Nighthawk
Common Poorwill

White-throated Swift

Black-chinned Hummingbird
Anna's Hummingbird
Costa’s Hummingbird
Calliope Hummingbird
Broad-tailed Hummingbird
Rufous Hummingbird

Belted Kingfisher

Lewis's Woodpecker
Acorn Woodpecker
Red-naped Sapsucker
Williamson’s Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Ladder-backed Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

Olive-sided Flycatcher
Western Wood-Peewee
(Southwest ) Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Hammond’s Flycatcher
Gray Flycatcher
Dusky Flycatcher
Cordilleran Flycatcher
Black Phoebe

Columba livia
Patagioenas fasciata
Steptopelia decaocto
Zenaida asiatica
Zenaida macroura
Columbina inca

Coccyzus americanus
Geococcyx californianus

Tyto alba

Megascops kennicottii
Bubo virginianus
Micrathene whitneyi
Athene cunicularia
Asio otus

Chordeiles acutipennis
Chordeiles minor
Phalaenoptilus nuttallii

Aeronautes saxatalis

Archilochus alexanderi
Calypte anna
Calypte costae
Stellula calliope
Selasphorus platycercus
Selasphorus rufus

Ceryle alcyon

Melanerpes lewis
Melanerpes formicivorous
Sphyrapicus nuchalis
Sphyrapicus thyroideus
Picoides pubescens
Picoides scalaris
Picoides villosus
Colaptes auratus

Contopus cooperi
Contopus sordidulus
Empidonax traillii
Empidonax minimus
Empidonax hammondii
Empidonax wrightii
Empidonax oberholseri
Empidonax occidentalis
Sayornis nigricans
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Eastern Phoebe
Say’s Phoebe
Vermilion Flycatcher
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Great Kiskadee
Cassin’s Kingbird
Western Kingbird
Eastern Kingbird

Loggerhead Shrike

White-eyed Vireo
Bell’s Vireo
Gray Vireo
Plumbeous Vireo
Cassin's Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Hutton’s Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo

Steller’s Jay
Western Scrub-Jay
Pinyon Jay
Clark's Nutcracker
American Crow
Chihuahuan Raven
Common Raven

Horned Lark

Tree Swallow
Violet-green Swallow
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Barn Swallow

Mountain Chickadee
Juniper Titmouse

Verdin

Bushtit

White Breasted Nuthatch
Red-Breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Cactus Wren
Rock Wren
Canyon Wren
Bewick’s Wren
House Wren
Winter Wren
Marsh Wren

American Dipper

Sayornis phoebe
Sayornis saya
Pyrocephalus rubinus
Myiarchus cinerascens
Pitangus sulphuratus
Tyrannus vociferans
Tyrranus verticalis
Tyrannus tyrannus

Lanius ludovicianus

Vireo griseus noveboracensis
Vireo bellii
Vireo vicinior
Vireo plumbeus
Vireo cassinii
Vireo solitarius
Vireo huttoni
Vireo gilvus
Vireo olivaceous

Cyanocitta stelleri
Aphelocoma californica
Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus
Nucifraga columbiana
Corvus brachyrhynchos
Corvus cryptoleucus
Corvus corax

Eremophila alpestris

Tachycineta bicolor
Tachycineta thalassina
Stelgidopteryx serripennis
Riparia riparia
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
Hirundo rustica

Poecile gambeli
Baeolophus ridgwayi

Auriparus flaviceps

Psaltriparus minimus

Sitta carolinensis
Sitta canadensis
Certhia americana

Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus
Salpinctes obsoletus
Catherpes mexicanus
Thryomanes bewickii
Troglodytes aedon
Troglodytes troglodytes
Cistothorus palustris

Cinclus mexicanus

SHRIKES

VIREOS

JAYS, CROWS

LARKS

SWALLOWS

TITMICE

VERDINS

BUSHTITS

NUTHATCHES, CREEPERS

WRENS

DIPPERS


