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Warblers

Continued from page 1A

“To sustain them in the U.P., we
need to do something about habi-
tat,” Sjogren said. “I think if we
focused on creating habitat, the
numbers would go up.”

In 1992, Sjogren found one
singing male in a jack pine stand
in Schoolcraft County. This was
the first time the species had been
documented here, although some
birds may have been in the area
previously and went undetected.

Nesting was later confirmed.
When Sjogren first found the
warblers, they were in jack pine
west of M-94 that was about five
or six years old. The stand had
grown up after forest fires had
burned through the area in the late
1980s.

In other parts of the U.P., a mix-
ture of fire and tree planting on
public lands produced warbler
nesting areas. Many of those
places became suitable at about
the same time.

“We had a peak of good habitat
in the late ‘90s,” Sjogren said.

Historically, young jack pine
stands were created by natural
wildfires that frequently swept
through northern Michigan.
Modern fire suppression pro-
grams altered this natural pro-
cess, reducing Kirtland's warbler
habitat, the DNR said.

To mimic the effects of wild-
fire, state and federal wildlife bi-
ologists and foresters now con-
duct a combination of clearcut-
ting, burning, seeding, and re-
planting on about 150,000 acres.

But the vast majority of this ef-
fort is being undertaken down-
state branching out from the core
area for Kirtland’s warblers near
Mio in Oscoda County.

For good warbler nesting sites,
jack pine stands should be at least
80 acres, but preferably between
200 and 500 acres. Optimal
habitat would have about 1,200
jack pine trees per acre.

Places downstate where pine
was planted specifically for war-
bler habitat held more than 80
percent of the Kirtland’s popula-
tion this year.

Downstate census efforts found
1,044 singing male Kirtland’s
warblers in June. That figure is
only slightly lower than last
year's record census which found
1,077.

More planting efforts will pro-
duce future warbler habitat
downstate. However, in the U.P.,
no clear analysis has been per-
formed to determine the exact

crrrvamt v future habio

tat.

“There is some,” Sjogren said.
“But the picture is not real clear
right now.”

During ‘the 1999 banner year
for the U.P. Kirtland’s popula-
tions, Schoolcraft County had
four singing males. Another three
were discovered in Delta County.
Marquette County had 12 males
situated in a few places including
south of Ishpeming and near Lit-
tle Lake.

Comparatively, this year’s cen-
sus found one male each in Mar-
quette, Schoolcraft and Baraga
counties. Three males were found
on nesting territories in Delta
County.

The number of singing males
found in il northern Lower
Peninsula counties was: Alcona
124, Clare 6, Crawford 236,
losco 74, Kalkaska 23, Mont-
morency 6, Ogemaw 380, Osco-
da 174, Otsego 17, Roscommon
3, and Grand Traverse 1.

Over the years, biologists have
determined that the warblers
move between the U.P. and
downstate habitat areas, some-
times more than once during a
single nesting season. The U.P.
population was formed by birds
dispersing from the downstate
core area.

The lowest numbers for the
statewide survey occurred in
1974 and 1987, when only 167
singing males were found. The
census started in 1951 and has
been conducted annually since
1971.

The 2002 survey was a joint ef-
fort of the Michigan DNR, U. S.
Forest Service, U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Michigan De-
partment of Military Affairs, and
citizen volunteers.

Kirtland’s warblers eat insects,
winter in the tropics and are
Michigan’s only endemic bird
species. They are found nesting
nowhere else.
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