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A Summary of Kirtland’s Warbler Recovery Efforts

Free guided tours to Kirtland’s warbler nesting areas will leave from the
Holiday Inn in Grayling, and from the U.S. Forest Service District Ranger
Office in Mio.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Grayling Tour Schedule
Tour Origin: Holiday Inn, Grayling

Dates: May 15 - July 4

Days and Times: Daily, 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Contact: (517) 351-2555

U.S. Forest Service - Mio Tour Schedule

Tour Origin: U.S. Forest Service Ranger Station, Mio

Dates: May 15 - July 3

Days and Times: Weekends and Holidays - 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays - 7:00 a.m. only

No tours will be offered on Mondays or Tuesdays.

Contact: (517) 826-3252. Groups of five or more should call for

reservations. Groups can also arrange for special tours.

Third Annual Kirtland’s Warbler Festival

The Kirtland’s Warbler Festival is now a regional event. Expanded from its
original base in the Mio-Fairview area of Oscoda County, the Festival now
encompasses activities in a four-county area with Kirtland Community
College serving as the focal point for the event. Chambers of Commerce,
community organizations, schools, and local, State, and Federal agencies in
Crawford, Ogemaw, Oscoda, and Roscommon counties will participate. The
dates of the expanded Festival are May 18-19, 1996 which coincide with the
opening of the Kirtland’s warbler guided tours conducted by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service in Grayling and the U.S. Forest Service in Mio.
Education is a major goal of the expanded Festival. Speakers on a wide variety
of natural history topics, from butterflies and Kirtland’s warblers to bears and
wolves, will be featured.

Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour

In this, the third year of development of the self-guided auto tour, emphasis
will be on evaluating the tour and its impact on the local economy; improving
the ruffed grouse site; adding an interpretive site on the Au Sable River, at the
Kirtland’s warbler monument in Mio, and a jack pine ecosystem site on
County Road 604. Tour brochures and maps are available at many businesses
in Fairview, Mio, Glennie, and Luzerne and also from Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), U.S. Forest Service, and Chamber of Commerce for
Oscoda County offices in Mio.
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Singing Male Census

Cowbird Control

Habitat Management

Biologists are gearing up for the 26th annual singing male census, June 6-15,
1996. Last year, researchers, biologists, and volunteers counted 766 singing
males during the official census. The count represents a 21 percent increase
over the record number of 633 singing males established in 1994. The
numbers of singing males has increased every year since the record low count
of 167 in 1987. The Department of Natural Resources and U.S. Forest
Service are secking volunteers with birding experience to assist with this year’s
census.

Kirtland's Warblers in Michigan
Singing Male Counts*
Male Birds in Michigan
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Unfortunately due to Federal endangered species program funding shortages
and uncertainties, the cowbird trapping program will be scaled back this year.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has hired 4 temporary employees for the
25th year of the cowbird control project. 59-60 cowbird traps will be
operated for 10-11 weeks this season. Decoy cowbirds are being gathered for
the traps by USDA-Aphis Animal Damage Control biologists at Sandusky,
Ohio.

Habitat Management Strategy Update/Revision

U.S. Forest Service and Department of Natural Resources wildlife biologists
are revising the long-range habitat management strategy for the Kirtland’s
warbler. This revision is benefited by the Geographic Information System
(computerized mapping). It includes a review of land management practices
and designated acreages on the public forest lands in the jack pine ecosystem.
To date, a draft management plan has been completed. The goal is to present
another draft at the summer Kirtland’s Warbler Recovery Team meeting.
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Habitat Management
(con’t)

Research

Jack Pine Planting and Regeneration

This summer, Michigan Department of Natural Resources will plant 2,735

acres with 3,223,750 trees, as follows:

* Big Creek Management Unit in northwest Oscoda County - 610 acres.
300 acres of this will be fill-in hand planting of 1995 acres.

* Crapo Lake Management Unit - 783 acres

* Down River Road Management Unit - 195 acres

* Damon Management Unit -1,147 acres

The U.S. Forest Service, Huron-Manistee National Forest, will plant 1,326
acres in 1996, as follows: :

* Big Creek Management Unit - 150 acres

* Eldorado Management Unit - 215 acres

* McKinley Management Unit - 59 acres

* Mack Lake Management Unit - 60 acres

* Pine River Management Unirt - 842 acres

Due to budget concerns, the Forest Service is not planning to do any fill-in
planting within the machine planted areas in 1996.

In 1995, the Forest Service sold 1,088 acres of timber. 1,068 acres of timber
will be made available for sale in 1996.

Seney National Wildlife Refuge will direct seed 109 acres on two U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service tracts. In addition, the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources will plant 147 acres of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lands in
conjunction with their adjacent plantings.

University of Michigan

Landscape Ecology and the Kirtland’s Warbler

Dan Kashian, Wayne Walker, and Burt Barnes are studying the range of areas
currently and historically occupied by the Kirtland’s warbler and hope to
relate the components of landscape ecosystems to warbler occurrence. Such
an understanding will help explain when, where, and why warblers occur in a
given area. After a successful field season in 1995, the researchers plan to
continue plot sampling, temperature studies, and transect sampling this field
season.

Regeneration of the Stephan Bridge Fire

Susan Lambrecht is studying regeneration of the Stephan Bridge fire area.
The objective of the study is to evaluate trends in wildfire areas that have had
timber salvaged versus unsalvaged areas. Data will be presented at the
summer Kirtland’s Warbler Recovery Team meeting.

Kirtland's warbler by
Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen
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Research (continued)

“KW Notes” is produced twice a year by
the Information and Education

Committee of the Kirtland’s Warbler

Recovery Team.

If you would like to comment on this
newsletter, provide information for future

newsletters, or would like additional
copies of this issue, please contact:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Division of Endangered Species
Federal Building, 1 Federal Drive

Fort Snelling, Minnesota 55111-4056
(612) 725-3536

Other

National Biological Service

Banding Program

Two hundred eighty-three warblers captured and banded during the 1995
banding season. During the spring banding period, 102 males were banded.
The late summer banding program ended with 181 birds banded during an
eight week period.

U.S. Forest Service-North Central Forest Experiment Station

The North Central Forest Experiment Station will continue to cooperate
with National Biological Service on estimates of Kirtland’s warbler
survivorship and movements within and between breeding locations. After a
decade of documenting late arrivals and less site fidelity (i.e. population
variability) in breeding locations that were younger, smaller, or less suitable in
other ways, researchers are focusing on selected locations that are in their
second or third year of occupation. Theses habitats appear to be particularly

dynamic in early June, during the time of the official census of male
Kirtland’s warblers.

Ohio State University

Foraging Behavior of the Kirtland’s Warbler

Jennifer Fussman, an Ohio State University graduate student, completed a
three week pilot study this summer. She observed warblers searching for food
in jack pine sites of varying ages, in pure jack pine sites versus mixed with
deciduous trees, and in plantations versus wildfire sites. The goal of her
research is threefold: 1) to identify the most important prey species that are
used for forage; 2) to determine whether plantation or wildfire areas have
different amounts and types of prey available; and 3) to determine whether
males and females forage in different locations on the substrate.

Kirtland’s Warbler Population Modeling

Jon Bart has made great progress in creating a Kirtland’s warbler population
computer model. The model simulates the births, deaths, and movements of
the entire Kirtland’s warbler population over time. Data gathered in the early
1990’s is being used in the model; new data gathered this field season will be
incorporated into the model to increase its precision.

The summer meeting of the Kirtland’s Warbler Recovery Team is scheduled
for July 10-11, 1996 at Mio, Michigan. Requests for information regarding
this meeting should be directed to Rex Ennis, Huron-Manistee National
Forests, 1755 South Mitchell Street, Cadillac, Michigan, 49601, (616) 775-
2421.
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