INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY
BIRD RECORD: SIGHT DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species K{wtfand's Waxbeesx () Number 1  Date 17 May &1 Time seen7:25amtg 3:00pm

Location___ Cliesterton, Indiana lat the Brech wesdidence)

Description of bird. Describe all diagnostic characteristiics in great detail. Include
information about size, shape, plumage, beak and feet. List only those features actually
observed in the field. A zathen farae (Yeldow-mwmped sdzed; Larges than neasby Cape
May) sluggsh warbler.  UPPER PARTS: crown, nave § gace wi{fewm atay {{o%es same as
aest cf aacel; back- brewndsh gray with consplouous staipes; awmn- Lhowiish gsav: {aint
wircte wing bars; fadcd- ararish above, whitish belowiancts visible o sldant.  UNDER
PARTS: threat, breast and »est of belly pale yellow; Lewer belly and unden tail covetts
white; heavy strcaking adleng 48anks and breast margin; a facit band of ddisuse stuipes
extended actess wppet breast suggesting & Canada Wasblen. Legs blacizish. BiCC blackish
and rather heavy.  Manu plicetograshs were fahen, A bueken e Ring was cleawly visdible
en the ghey jace. See attached sketel §on fusthen details.

Description of voice, if heard: a sc§t shert chip was heard onee

Describe behavior: Active tadl wagges; wsually jed at about eye Leved

Hat:tat: Scoicl (70 TGre and seme decddions thees along masgan of vasd., !
Carefully explain how similarly appearing species are eliminated by the above observations
Yelbow-wump: = was wiite 2hnead s breas?,” plus gellew crcw 5 ouanp.

Pafm- has welfew under tadd coveat § aump, plus austy caoum

Pine=- has wnstreaied back, tidel whdte wing bats and ne white CHe Rina

Canada- ras unstreanded ook, wnbrelen eye ndng, wistreabed slanits § yodloew uiden tadl cov
YeLfow-tivoated- has Llace on sdde of jace & unstreaked bach

Cape May &- has yeclow rwmy, streaking across breast & yellcwish on jace & head

Distance @5 clese as 10 et Optical Equipment 10X40 binoculars

. . o i fimins #l. 0,
Light conditions; relation between sun, observer & bird: vatriout cendifiens throughout
the dau
Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:
one prevaews Kowtland’s (on Mdch); many of the othens _
Other observers:lefe, Kris, Brendan, Jesh & Nika Grube; Scott Jachkson, Dick Knutson; '
Ted Cable, Ed Hoplins, Fred Kase, Banb Covey; Helen Dancey & 'tike Chaneshe

Did the others agree with your identification? VES

Books, illustrations and advice consulted. How did these influence this description?

Boeding (1977) 9:263- 4ndicated that the absence of black Lores preved the bisd
was a gemale.

How long after the observation did you first write this description? 2 minutes (tuped fLat
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THE MAY 17, 1981 CIESTERTON, IN. KIRTLAND'S WARBLER

At 7:25 am, while taking my morning coffee, I noted a warbler in a
deciduous.tree some 30 feet outside the kitchen window. My first
thought was that the bird was a female Yellow-rumped Warbler, but a
look through the binoculars quickly dispelled that idea. Upon stepping
cutside for a closer look I noted the tail wagging habit and vellow
throat & breast, plus all of the additional Kirt}jand's Warbler marks.
Of particular interest was the fact that the bird did not have a

bluish back, dark lores or bright yellow underparts. Additionally,

the {lank streaking extended across the top of the breast forming an
indistinct necklace. Later research (Ryel, Birding, 1977, 9:263)
revealed that the absence of black lores indicates that the bird was

a female, which also explains the duller plumage colors.

I went into the house for a' camera, but was unable to relocate the

bird upon returing a few moments later: Several,local birders were
contacted and an extensive search for the rarity was undertaken. At
approximately 9:00am the bird was relocated in the line of Scotch(?)
Pine along my drive (on the opposite side of the house from the initial
discovery site). The bird remained in these trees, feeding actively,
for the next 6 hours. It would occas1ona11y make a brlef flight into
the deciduious sapling in my front yard. fJAt the'lIatter site the bird
was entirely unobscured and quite tame; we approached to within 10 feet,
taking more than 100 photographs. At appronmatlé}'B 00pm, after

some 15 birders had seen and identified the blrdh_lt dlsappeqred \
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