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blirds nest on the ground,

tree of the pine troes, and thev scom to need an

alvost coutinosus cover of pire bhranches dvst a foot or two ahove their

wwads to proioct and hide the rest. Thie heprens with Tack Tire
crovnd Toire wlen they're between chout 8 and 22 woare old.
We also tiink that the warblers have particular requirenents for the

tvie of ground cover they rest in -~ the «hrubs ond herbs that srow on the
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Paritat, nd wo bave yet to sce & warbler in Yere yvet. The (ricary rooson
for the failure, we think, is the wveding. Concrally we've found that about
3 years out of 4 croond here sre Just toe dry for pood codling establiciment
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spot to hoar I oor 5 different warbler songs, =nd jeonle were often

Irterested dn Loaring the variations arong Individuals. During Mav, June,
and cariw we didn't sce & warbler at stop 2, we went in along

the north interior road of section 2.
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s berrics ripen in wid-July and make a

cood jam,

Elu.terry (Vacceinium sp.) - While normally the warhler is an insect

cater, wixen the blucterries come ripe in rid-July, they stuff
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- the cvange «ré blue trees, We ' ve found that

only nest in « we perts and not others. We wonder whether this might be due

and particularly the ground cover

%
wd

vet., As T w-nricned carlier, there are a couple of «tue

now that will Fepefully tell us more in this repard, and these plastic
ribbons indivate the tyamsect 1ires where one of thoue ctudics fe being

- a2spects of the nesting biolegy of the warbhler. T o
resting chronclogy, renticning who did what when.
~ wention of btow providing batitat for the KW alco provides tabkirat

for many other birds and normals. This neally come up after we had just

seen ~ome otler biirds
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Stop 4. Towbhird Trarp
ET wevally wenmt s to betisr snow the vieiteors how the

to he able te fale thom more ezsilyv while skn(»iigz

This de¢ g cowhird trap, and thece are cowbirde; the 211-trown birds

re thez forg lee the dark cnes with Yrowr ho are the wales. Tf vou
lock clesely, vou'll «ee that many of the cowbirds have blue “ands on their
legs; the tends indicate that these birds are kept here all the time as
cecevs. The way the tray works is that cowbirds cutside are attrzcted by the
decovs and also by the =unflower ceed here on the ground. Thev ceorme and land
on the trap, evertnally finding their wav to this Tacket in the center.
You'll notice thet the w78t on the btotteom of thie racketr is tre
chickenwire —— it's shout 1L % 2 inches. The cewkirds 1and on this. 2nd to
get to the suni’cwer seed beneath, thev «irply tuck their wings and drop
throvgh, When thev try to get out, theugh, thedr wi are =pread, and they
can't fit tack up through the mesh,

These traps have proven very eifective in catcehing cowbirds =nd

controlling cowhird prrasitiem of warbler rests. Trere are a toral of 38
traps =pread thoeoghovt the nesting range of the varkler (feur in the area

we've been driving through today), and we've lLoen caiching lTetwoen 3000
and 4000 cowbirds a vear. Ac a result, the rate of nest p: itism has
dropped dramatically, from 60 - 70¥ of all ¥irtiand's Warbler rrocets in the

te ahout 57 over the last six

accordingly., Fsfore the trapping program,

vears. Nesting success has gene

W

:rbler pairs were averaging
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huot thev'd b "k in & dav oor two. So we've found that the only effective
wav te o snfopunrd the warbler porulsticon ds to Fostrov the cowrirds, and
thev're ted with carbon nonexicde, which dres it fairly guickly and
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cxtra push

on their way in rigration, and thev don't core hack., We don't o~dvertise

this around Ch-1ov.:

The cifer birds csught din here are airnly
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Sore of them become what we call "trap happy." They learn that

there s cunfl wer tced In here all the tire, a free ~cal just wailting for
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