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1) Progress Report _
The Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour officially opened in June of 1994. This progress report summa-
rizes the accomplishments of this partnership effort in the brief time of its existence. Details on fur- -
ther development of the Tour can be found in the 1995 Interpretive Proposal ~

An Endangered Species
The entire world population of Kirtland’s warblers
nests in a nine-county area in the northern Lower
Peninsula of Michigan and winters in the Bahama
Islands. The warblers nest only in young jack pine
forest on sandy soils. Maintaining these young
forests requires an intensive timber management
program. Public support for this forest manage-
ment program is critical to its success.

In-1991, the Kirtland’s Warbler Recovery Team con-
ducted a comprehensive assessment of public atti-

- tudes and initiated communications and education
efforts to support Kirtland’s warbler conservation.
From that assessment came 16 recommended
actions for improving communications and educa-
tion efforts. Action 9 was development of aself- 1" AU ABEANINS L
guided Kirtland’s Warbler auto tour. TR A \ X



A Parmefsth E]j”ovn“ Goals

In September 1992, an Interpretative Team with Qualitative evalu(mon of the Tour by the -
representatives from agencies, local homeowners,  Interpretive Team indicates significant progress has
and industry (see inside back cover) was formed been made toward achieving the ¢ gjoals identified for
to guide development of the Tour. : the Tour Plan.

Goal 1. Communicate important messages about
Kirtland’s warbler conservation to key groups
of the public.

Through the promotional activities and the
interpretive information provided at stops along
the Tour and in the Tour brochure, progress has
heen made in communicating important mes-
sages.

The Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour is officially opened.

The 48-mile East Loop of the Jack Pine Wildlife
Viewing Tour was officially opened at a ribbon- -
cutting ceremony on June 11, 1994. Attendees at
the ceremony included representatives from part-
ner organizations, corporations, local elected offi-
cials, and participants in the 1st Annual Kirtland’s
Warbler Festival. Following the ribbon-cutting
ceremony, a special “bus tour of the Tour” was
provided for over 40 partners and other VIPs.




The Mio Model -
by.Bruce Babbitt . ) i
The residents of Mio have created a SUCCESS story in.
their community. . .

The Mio model is oneé that offers hope that we can !ear?.
to use the Endangered Species Act as atool for conser

_ yation consonant with the nee
private landowners.
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Create an additional economic asset dependent
on Kirtland’s warbler conservation.

Secretary of nterior Bruce Babbitt attended the June
Kirtland’s Warbler Festival and drove portions of the
Tour. An article by Secretary Babbitt in Defenders
magazine entitled “The Mio Model” is indicative of
the response to the Tour.

The Chamber of Commerce for Oscoda County
spent $18,000 of their funds on promotion of the
Festival and Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour in the
spring and summer of 1994 alone. '

The Alcona and Oscoda County Road Commissions
have used the Tour to enhance applications for state
and federal grants for funding the upgrade of roads
on the Tour route. County engineers believe the
Tour was instrumental in obtaining several grants

Provide recreational opportunities for people
who enjoy viewing wildlife.

Informal assessments by U.S. Forest Service and
Michigan DNR personnel indicate that people are
using the Tour and stopping at the sites in good

‘numbers. Actual counts to determine use will be

initiated in 1995.

Wildlife watchers read the interpretative signs at the “Nearly
Ready For Warblers” site.



Signs denoting the Tour route and viewing sites
along the route were erected in cooperation with the
0Oscoda and Aleona County Road Commissions and
Michigan Department of Transportation.

e 'to_ur‘ysmf'.’- Codpia 1994
Tour Brochure RNTJOURNAL S8 e
A four-panel brochure detailing the
Tour route, sites, and key interpretive
messages was developed and distributed
free of charge through project partners ~ §
and local businesses. A supply of a second §
printing of the brochure is nearly depleted.
Total distribution to date is approximately
7,000 copies. -




Site Enbancements

A number of enhancements to specific sites includ-
ed on the Tour were accomplished prior to the —— -

opening of the Tour. Highlights include: @ f/

Snags. An approach and.short turnar ound lo
~ for the site were created. Two interpretive 51gns
developed and erected.

High Banks Overlook. The parking ared &d] gt ar
to this overtook of the famous Au Sable River wiS@"

e\pdnded and graveled to accommodate ex
visitation. A railing was erected around the
of the parking area.

Improved ‘“Highbanks Overlook” site parking area.

Nearly Ready for Warblers. The parking area was -
graded and graveled, and a railing was erected to

-~ restrict use of the area. Two inte )IEUVG sw,ns were N . 1
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Tour Promotion
The Tour has been promoted in a variety of Wayé '
including; | , a

e Distribution of Tour brochures to area businesses.

e Featured in the
new Michigan
Wildlife Viewing
Guide as one of
the best places in
Michigan to see

-wildlife.

fichigan Depar

Forest S

E
|

Michigan Wildlife Viewing Guide

e Distribution of a leaflet through highway Travel
Information Centers throughout Michigan.

e Magazine advertising in conjunction with the
*Kirtland's Warbler Festival in:
Wild Bird
Birders World
Fine Gardening
Winging It

‘o Advertising on place mats used at local restaurants.

- o Articles in newsletters and publications of partner
organizations, corporations, and agencies.

e News releases and other media relations efforts at
the local, state; and national levels.
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Awards | FEvaluation

Although the Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour ~ Formal- mechanisms for evaluating the Tour are
~and Kirtland’s Warbler Festival are not yet a year  being developed by the Department of Park and
old, they have been recognized with a number of ~ Recreation Resources at Michigan State University

awards: and will be in place for the 1995 viewing season. -
* National Winner, U.S. Forest bemce s Eyes On : o A iER .
\X/lldllfe Award
. hastem Region of the U.S. Forest Service’s
Public Service Award
» National Association for Interpretation,
Interpretive Media Award, 3rd place in the Trail
Guide category for the Tour brochure
i o The Director’s Partners in Conservation Award
| ~ from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources
i
From left to right. Virgie Purchase, Steve Basl, and Jerry Weinrich receive
j the 1S, Forest Service's Public Service Award at a special ceremony held in
; Milwaukee. Wisconsin.
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Interpretive Team
Gary Boushelle |

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Paul Call

Weyerhaeuser

- Dave Case
D.J. Case & Associates

Sandy Caveney
Hur()n Manistee National Forest

Connie Chaney
Huron—Manistee National Forest

Michael DeCapita
~U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service -

Holly Gomez
Mio Pine Acres Gampground and Cabins

Erica Haspiel—Szlosek
Huron— Mamstee National Forest

Robert Hess

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Phil Huber

Huron—Manistee National Forest

Bill Mittig

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Kim O'Brien

The Ruffed Grouse Society

Bob Ojala
Oscoda County

Virgie Purchase
Mio Pine Acres Campground and Cabins

Dave Smith
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Sandy Sokolak

U.S. Forest Service

Anne Todd

Mack Lake Homeowners’ Association

Kate Winsor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Jerry Weinrich

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

The Jack Pine Wildlife Vz‘ewi’ng Tour
has been made possible through the

efforts of many people in the area

of the Tour, in Michigan, and across
the country not recognized by
name in this Progress Report. Their
efforts are greatly appreciated by
current and future generations.



‘ Special thanks are extended to the project pdrtners who have supported the initial
' development of the Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour:

ABTCo.
Alcona County Road Commission
Chamber of Commerce for Oscoda County
Chevrolet/Geo Environmental
Consumers Power Company
- Michigan Audubon Society
Michigan Consolidated Gas Company
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Michigan Department of Transportation
Michigan United Conservation Clubs

- Northeast Michigan Sportsmen’s Club

Oscoda County Road Commission
Ruffed Grouse Society

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

U.S. Forest Service

Weyerhaeuser Company



