SUMMARY OF THE KIRTLAND'S WARBLER SURVEY IN WISCONSIN (19088)

ABSTRACT
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources coordinated a
survey for the Kirtland's Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii), a
federally endangered species, to determine its current status in
Wisconsin. Over 100 jack pine (Pinus banksiana) tands were
surveyed in June 1988. Kirtland's Warblers were found in 5
stands. Eight singing males were recorded, two of which were

mist netted and banded.

In a 1978 survey coordinated by the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources, two unmated males were discovered, The 1988
survey confirms the continued presence of Kirtland's Warblers
beyond their traditional nesting grounds in Michigan. A
continued survey effort should be implemented +to determine if
these pioneering males return to the same location and are they
accompanied by any females.

EISTORIC DATA FROM WISCONSIN

Prior to the 1978 survey there had been only 9 verified records

of Kirtland's Warbler in Wisconsin. The 1978 survey discovered
two unmated males in Jackson County. One bird was recorded from
the same area in 1979 and 1980. Thereafter this bird could not

be relocated by birders, with no further sightings until the 1988
survey.

SURVEY METHCDS-HABITAT DELINEATION

The Kirtland's Warbler breeding habitat is most specific where it
is found in Michigan. Therefore, locating anag delineating
potential nesting areas in Wisconsin was the first component of
the organizational process for the 198g state-wide survey. Based
upon the previous state-wide survey done in Wisconsin, three
major criteria were used to identify potentially suitable
Kirtland's Warbler breeding habitat. These criteria were:
forest type, socils and topography. A brief description of these
criteria follows.

Forest Type: In nearly all cases in Michigan, the Kirtland's
Warbler breeding habitat was situated in £ to 20 year-old jack
pine stands of at least 80 acres in size. In addition, the jack

Pines were occupying at least 60 percent of the growing space.
The understory vegetation is in general sparse.

Soils: Nearly &ll the-nesting habitat in Michigan is found on
Grayling Sands, which are extremely well-drained soils found on
glacial outwashes or lake plains. The Wisconsin soils most

similar are Plainfield loamy sands and Vilas, Omega ahd Hiawatha
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EIRTLAND'S WARBLER

Census of Singing Males

c ounty{

Coserver:

Reiurn completed form t0:  Byureay of Endangered Resources
~ Department of Natural Resources
Box 7921
Madison, Wl 53707-7921
Telephone: (608) 266-0545
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STRUCTIQNS

Look up Kirtland's Warbler in your birc guide, Note the clear yellow breast with
tlack streaking on the sides, the split white eye ring, the dark strealking on the head
and back (not visible in dim light), the slate-grey or blulsh-grey back, and the

black face mask of the male, Do not confuse with magnolia warbler, Canada warbler,

prairie warblsr, or yellow-rumped (=myTtle) warbler,

The Kirtland's Warbler is large for a warbler, being the size of a small -spu'row.
It 4s relatively tame, wags its tall, is sirongly territorial, and nests on the
gromd (be careful whers you walk), Calls can be heard ¥ mile on a still day,

Ha®itat characteristics: Young jack pine stands usually of BO acres or more, but may

&34

be as low as 30 acres, Trees that are 5 to 20 feet in haight, Trees in dense clumps
interspersed with many open areas, Trees with live branches to the ground, Dry,
welledrained sites with sparse ground cover an sandy socil., Sometimes uses Norway cines,

One or more observers may make a survey run, Iwo are desirable for safety or if
one is pot sure of identification ability,

Conduct surveys anytime between sunrise and 1l a.m, IST during the period June 3
through June 19, 1988 Weather should be clear and calm if at all possible,

Iiscontinue surveys if winds exceed 12 m,p.h, or if it rains,

Make a S-minute listening stop near the center of each LO-acre block of habitat, If
walling or driving along a straight line, listening stations should be located ¥ mile
apart, Make use of roads whenever possible to reduce survey time, When walking
survey lines, use a compass and pacing to locate statioms,

At each listening station, play the recording of the Kirtland's Warbler song for
minute and then listen and look about for 2 minutes (Kirtland's Warblers often approach

without singing). Repeat this procedure before moving to the pext statiem,

If a Kirtland's Warbler song is heard, observers should try to locate and identify the
bird, Identifications must be positive, The location of the warbler should be marked
with several pieces of flagging tape., The arproximate location should be marked mn
the cover map of the stand, Continue to the next statiem,

If a Kirtland's Warbler song is heard, do not continue to play the song tape al that .
location as it may harass the bird, -

Please survey any likely looiding babitat you might have time for in addition to th2»
pumbered stands for which you are scheduled, It is desirable to cover as many areas as
possible that have potential for Kirtland's Warblers, For new (un-pumbered) stands,
ecter your estimate of the stand acreage in the "Stand No," colum of the Jorm,

. Once sumﬁs have been completed, mail the completed forms and the cover maps to the

IR, B REAU of TADANGERED RESouRceS | at the address on the data form, Be sure
to £111 out all the blanks on the form, including any unusual birds seen or heard,

If a Kirtland's Warbler is located and identified, telephane the Bureau of Endangered
Resources - IMVEDIATELY at 608/2660545

F R



Approximate locations of stands surveys
(dots) and identified stands not surveyed
(circles).
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Banding Report
Wisconsin Kirtland's warblers - 1988
KIWA AQU# 6700

2020-63080
AHY M
06-03-88
Left Red Right Aluminum
Red Yellow

T43N R13W "Wascott" Section 34 SENW
8.7 Miles WSW Wascott, Douglas County
460-0915

Ownership: Douglas County

.._..-_—---_--———--—--————-——_-_--——-—-_--—--——_—_-

2020-63081
AHY M
06-18-88

left Red Right Aluminum
Yellow Yellow

T21IN R3W "Brockwav"” Section 16 NWSW

4 Miles W Black River Falls, Jackson County
441-0904

Ownership: Jackson County
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