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years/ 20,000 acres during settlement and carly suppression, to | fire/8.3
vears/ 20,000 acres since 1930..

There have probably been six large (10,000+ acres) fires in the Mack
Lake area since 1815, or one cvery 27.5 years. The large fire interval has
varicd only slightly from 35 years before scttlement, to 27 years during
settlement and early suppression, to 25 years during recent decades.

From a historical perspective, large wildfires in the Mack Lake area are
not rare. From a human perspective, however, even moderately large fires
are so infrequent that local fire managers have little opportunity to gain
experience with fire control operations beyond routine small fires. The
problem is exacerbated by personnel transfers which sometimes occur

more frequently than do 100-acre fires. Therefore, the need for preplan-

ning and frequent training in controlling large fires in this region is
critical, perhaps even more so than in arcas where large fires are more
frequent. Further, the period from May S to 15 appears to be particularly
critical in terms of the probability of occurrence and extent of crown fires.
Additional f{ire management precautions during this period may be
warranted.

Large crown fires have always been and probably always will be an
intermittent fact of life in jack pine ecosystems. Fire managers must plan
on a scale appropriate to the phenomenon. Community evacuation plans
and quarter-mile-wide fuel breaks cannot be developed when a fire starts
to run. Fire managers must also maintain a historical perspective. For
three and one-half decades, the area burned by wildland fire on the Huron
National Forest was held to the lowest level in recorded history. It may
have been the lowest level since the glaciers retreated more than 9,000
years ago. Nature, however, has a way of reasserting itself. On May 5,
1980, more acreage was burned in twelve hours than in any single year
since 1911. The Mack Lake Fire burned more than three times the total
area that had been burned in the previous 34 years. We must not allow the
passage of time to cloud the memory of the fire potential of Michigan’s
jack pine forests.
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