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A Regional Director, PWS, Twin Citles, MN {AW/RE)

Increase Habitat Acreage for Kirtland's Warbler RE - Michigan
Rirtland's Warbler

Director, FWS, Uuhington, B.C. '(RE)

t

*On Aogust 26, 1980, ‘we received approvel to- aequire 4,500 acres of
habitat necessary to emsure survival of the endangered Kirtl¥nd's Warbler.
“The 4,500 acreage goal will soon be met, however, additional habitat y

' protoction needs have been identified. Because of this, we are request- ~

_ ing permission to raise our goal to 7,700 acres as idcntified in the
ﬂanagament Plan for Kirtland's H:rbler. : : -

‘“The population of the Rirthnd’o Vnrblet 48 now uuutbd Lo ba dboat
55314 pesting pdirs. This'is & drep frem 17000 BLirds #4°1961. Whe Recov-
*:gﬂh has #et a“fgokl 6f°1;000 pairs 6F-meeting birds tomainesinia.

& popul#tisni Tollecolplish “E#hiis; ¥357000 asves of land
i 55t "be maBaged. The Recovery Plan identifies lands in north centrzl
~ Michigan suitable for management. The U.S. Forest Sexvice and the State

“*area,  Imitially ‘the Fish and Wildlife Serviee was té ‘acquire 4,500
" acres for the State’to manage as-a-part of the plén. “We-have now dater-
““mined this acreage figure should be increased. -We'understand the

U.8. Forest Service would sttempt to acquire the balaneé. -

The Kirtland's Warbler has a highly specific nesting requirement.

Nearly all nests are found in jack pine stands 5 - 20 feet in height

(8 -~ 21 years old). The management plan calls for rotational eutting

and burning of 135,000 acres of “faék pine hmbitat to ansure that there

are between 36,000 and 40,000 acres of nesting habitst avallable at any
~ ome time. .

Management capability on state forests is hampered by the preseuce of
“private inholdings. These are being developed for recreatiosal purposes

and obviously conflict with burning and timbering. Acquisitiom of these

tnctn cmolmtu public ownarlhip and improves manszgement ¢apability.

: ‘lh. mroved Mgmgmnt Plan for the Kirtland's Warbler establisbed a

 goal to acquire approximately 7,700 acres to achieve the objectives of
the Recovery Plan. Studies have since comfirmed that in the past the
Kirtland's Warbler has required larger territories in plantatior than in
habitat crested by wildfires. As a result, it is necessary to acquire
additional ascreage within the previously approved project area to meest
the objective of recovery for the species, therefore, it is important to

"raise the goal acreage by 3,200 acres (4,500 - 7,700). The attached
letters from the Kirtland's Warbler Recovery Team and the Michigan

" Pepartment of Natural Rescurces support this effort.
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The Kirtlamd's Warbler
1987 and it was priorit
System, The smount of

additioval acrsage. We
P.Y. 1986 but we could
geres. Funding in F.Y.

sition luccul‘“é“u believe that this acreags
dner We believe ghat it can De accomplished,
addizional $1.8 milliom which we are vequesting &0 attain the £8
goal. o s e
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Project was submittad in our budget tequest for -
i1zed using the current Land Acquisitfon Priority
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funds requested for F.Y. 1987 was $1,100,000 for
2,000 scres on the premise that approval would be received t Acquire
have not planned for funding of this project in

spend up to $700,

1986 would be appreciated is.9rder to mainta

the acquisition ipitiative we now have.

The Land Protectionm Plan

any authorized increase in project sise.
(1} te change Fish and Wildlife Service acquisition goal from 4,500
‘acres to 1,700 acres; (2) to imelude a nevw priority tract list; and 7

000 and acquire about 1, 2

The necessary changes will ba:

i L Llat?
(LPP) will also peed to be amended to address .

“(3) medify the maps as nacessary. After these changes are made, we w11

or
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“We consider this endangered species proj

_agTee with recommendations from the

_Michigan, We are, therefors, requesting gpproval te imcreass tha projeet,

%ug_tiih-:j" the TP? £6 iandowners and interested private citizeas or
- .,,K‘ ,;u;::wm Jad

ect to be of high priority and

Recovery Team and the State of

aerug.o to 7,700 acres and "t!'ai‘n"eiciﬁ'y”!‘undugiue aequire-ig, Your.
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favorable comsideration of this reqaest will be appreciated,
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QY prescricecd sTnIing rarvely ~radues . 3 < ved SNBOANE ToLidwed
| Attasimant ing, rarely produces {deal regeneration of Wirtland'
¥ - s MR- ; > - ~ s be ot |
o s SVERR RS Laers T is hgm hpen da-idzA shae 432713 8

$8iRis AEMERIAp 2° aipa B o L = he Test
. bee: Washingtom Office (o) w/encl. - R

* %

.5'*'

SR

¢A<>



