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jee Marsh WA, May 21, 1895.
Mary Jo Kohn.
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A Brief History of Kirtland’s Warbler in Onio
Robert Harian

Jaws drop and eyebrows raise at the mere mention of the words. “You
say you have a what? A Kirtland's Warbler?" This little playlet is
reenacted every spring somewhere in Ghio, seemingly most often along
the Magee Marsh Wildlife Area Bird Trail. Unfortunately, however, in
most instances the “"Kirland's® mysteriously transiorms into a
drably-plumaged Magnalia Warbler, or simply melts into the vegetation,
never fo be seen again. But sometimes, on very special occasions,
everything falls into place and the "Kirtland's" remains long enough to
actually be confirmed as a Kirtland's Warbler.

Due to the great rarity of the species, the life_history of the Kirtland's
Warbler has long been intensively studied. This extremely localized
species nests only in Michigan, and is further limited on the nesting
grounds to jack pine forests fitting certain height and density
requirements. Since the species winters in the Bahamas, it follows that
Kirtland's Warbiers must cross through (or over) Ohio twice a year, in
both spring and fall migration (Mayfield, 1960).

The Ohio history of the Kirtland’s Warbler is an interesting one. In fact,
the first specimen ever examined by science was collected by Charles
Pease, son-in-law of Dr. Jared P. Kirtland, near Kirtland's farm at
Rockport (now Lakewood, Cuyahoga Co.), Ohio on May 13, 1851,
Kirtland, who was an extremely important figure in the natural sciences
in his day, recognized the specimen, a male, as something unusual.
When Prof. Spencer F. Baird, of the U.S. National Museum in
Washington, D.C., fortuitously stopped by at the Kirtland farm to visit his
friend a few days later, Kirtland presented the specimen to Baird. After
further examination, Baird declared that the specimen represented a
species unknown to science, and named it after his friend, "a gentleman
to whom, more than anyone living, we are indebted for a knowledge of
ghgewn)amral history of the Mississippi Valley." (Williams, 1950; Maylield,

The next Ohio specimen was not secured until 1860, also in the
Cleveland area. Since then, the trickle of records has continued, with
usually 1, but sometimes 2, birds beir:? reported. While unquestionably
an exiremely rare species, the Kirtland's Warbler does occur in Ohio on
a falgr regular basis. After making a thorough literature search, | find
that at least 77 Kirttand's Warblers have been reported in Ohio prior to
the Spring 1995 season. As expected, however, these 77 reports vary in
the qualty of details provided, and hence in apparent reliability.
Although no Ohio bird records committee has ever examined all Ohio
Kirland's Warbler records in detail, | personally feel that 38 records,
totalling 43 individual birds, are reliable enough to form the basis of the
following review.

Of the 43 acceptable Kirtland’s Warblers recorded in Ohio, 24 (or
55.8%) were found during the years 1851-1910. During the years
1801-1910 alone, 13 individuals (or 30.2% of all individuais recorded to
datez) were discovered. From the years 1911-1994, 19 Kirlland's
Warblers (or 44.2% of the 43 Ohio records) were discovered. These
data indicate that during the 60-year period of 1851-1810, an average of
0.400 individuals were found per year in Ohio, even though very few
active observers were present to look for the species, and the quality of
oplics was poor. During the 84-year period of 1911-1994, however, the
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