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hill, weaving in and out from behind the foliage above,

place around the
dark on the sky and the wind-driven clouds, and very beautiful to see—

as if the poems I had been at reading had somchow comc¢ Lo life there.
96 August: Pewcees and meadow-larks sang this morning in the fields

ane, but there were few other bird voices. The pewee
scems constant at this season; not ¢ven the mourning dove sings as faith-
fully, though in the bottoms the song sparrow approaches that constancy.

5 September: Early this evening at the Ferry Bluff 1 heard a whip-
poorwill call for the first time in approximately six weeks—the longest
quiet period within memory. The song was all the more pleasant to hear
for this long period of silence. The initial bird was soon joined by others,
and for approximately fifteen minutes they called out of the darkening
hills, and then were still. )

10 September: Warblers passed through this morning in great num-
bers. One flock which invaded the lilacs west of the house contained
masked warblers (the warbler so unimaginatively called the Northern
ycllowthroat), Kirtland’s, Magnolia, and Tennessee warblers.

15 September: This evening in the marshes, I observed that not a
purple martin, not a swallow, not a chimney swift was in evidence. The
martins have been missing for some days, but only a day or so ago a few
swifts and swallows flew about. But tonight, none; the telegraph wires
and the poles were bare of birds; so I knew all had gone south. I paused
for a few moments to watch the restless foraging of a solitary sandpiper
along the river’s edge down the west shore of Bergen’s Island, and
noticed, while I stood there, the great numbers of warblers, predominam-
ly myrtle warblers and redstarts. Of evening sounds, there were com-

aratively few: killdeers—a conclave of them along the ecast channel of
the Wisconsin, well south of the bridge; blue jays (in numbers), gold-
finches (likewise in numbers), yellow warblers, catbirds, and a lone pheas-
ant cock, which I watched, for, having caught sight of me, he crouched
well down into the grass of the Lower Meadow, and walked along
stealthily, hidden there, and then looked up after I had passed to do a
little scrutinizing on his own account. The birds had the sound and look

of autumn.

UNIVERSITY BIRD BANDING PROGRAM
REORGANIZED

A considerable number of graduate and undergraduate students at
the University have been banding birds
research projects or long

along the Upper L.

loose ends, and the whole system has resulted in a rather deplorabl
Jack of coordination in the banding programs of the University.

Acting on suggestions

University
a coordinated program
and a set of regulations for all
drawn up and mimeographed for distri
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designed to eliminate these difficulties.

bution. The new system shou

in connection with short-term :
_term investigations of the University. Many
of these students apply for Federal and State permits, use them for the
few years that they are resident in Madison, and then drop their banding
activities. The Washington office, where all records are filed, finds many &

from the Fish and Wildlife Service, repre g

sentatives of the Zoology and wildlife Management Departments of the }
and the State Conservation Department met and formulated ]

A plang
bird-banders at the University WETE ;

simplify and expedite the w
revent duplications and «
coordinated program.

John W. Aldrich, now
and Wildlite Service has wri

“I was very much intert
at the University of Wiscons
ried on by students and T
direction of yourself and Dr.
is exactly the sort of consc
hoping for, and which we fc¢
bird banding office less tin
pansion of the program.

“I hope that other un
induced to follow your exa
tems in their banding wor}

lan receive the widest pos:
in its entirety in our next I
to have ready soon. I woul
Jeading ornithological jour

The workings of the :
queting directly from the re

Permits: All banding
operate under a single, ma
H. R. Wolfe of the Zoolog’
who bands birds must carl
ing his or her signaturc. F
apply at Professor Wolfe’s «
signed by a qualified spo:
own government permits n
stations and for game bird

Bands: All banding a
utilizing State bands) sha
Wolfe under his master |
obtain them directly from
of all sizes on hand. A ba

" of bands and will be resp:

the completion of a proje
Reports: A complete

. forms (supplied with eacl

to.Professor Wolfe on or |
specified by a permittee’s
jects must submit their r¢
semester. Reports must it
accounting of all unused

Records: One copy of

* under the bander’s name

. Emlen’s office in the Zool
~ access to these files on rec
Return notices receive

f. and promptly forwarded -




