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Dendroica virens (Gmelin). Black-throated Green Warbler.

Motacille virens GuMELIN, S. N, I., ii, 1788, 985.

Sylvia virens LaTHAM, Ind. Orn 11, 1780, 537.

Sylvicola virens JARDINE, ed. W1lsons Awer, Orn., I, 1832, 279.
Dendroica virens Bainp, Rep. Pacifie R. R. Surv., IX, 1858, 267.

The Black-throated Green Warbler is a common migrant, ar-
riving in the spring from the last of April to the last of May,
and returning in the fall from the fourth of September to the
middle of October. Mr. E. W. Nelson says:* “A few remain
to breed.” o

The range of this Warbler covers North America east of the
Plains, and from the Hudson Bay region southward. It breeds
from the northern United States northward and southward along
the higher Alleghanies to eastern Tennessee, western North Caro-
lina and northwestern South Carolina. It winters southward to
the West Indies and through eastern Mexico and Central Amer-

ica to Panama.

Dendroica kirtlandii Baird. Kirtland’s Warbier.
Dendrioce kirtlandii Baxep, Rep. Pacific R. R. Surv., IX, 1858, 286.

pl. 6.
Dendroica kirtlandii BAmD, Rep. Pacific R. R. Burv,, IX, 1858, 286,

There are but two records of the taking of the very rare
Kirtland’s Warbler within our limits. A fine specimen was cap-
tured in DuPage County, Illinois, on the seventh of May, 1804,
by Mr. B. T. Gault, and a fine male was taken at Morgan Park,
Illinois, on May 22, 1899, by Mr. Eliot Blackwelder. It was not
unitl the year 1903 that anything was known regarding either the
breeding range or the nesting habits of this shy Warbler. Early
in June of that year Mr. E. H, Frothingham, of the museum staff
of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, and Mr. T. G. Gale
were in Oscoda County, Michigan, fishing in the Au Sable River,
‘Mr. Frothingham, who is an experienced field ornithologist, heard
the song of a strange bird, which was shot, and on their return
to Ann Arbor was found to be the skin of a Kirtland’s Warbler.
Mr. Charles C. Adams, Curator of the Museum, appreciating the
value of the discovery of this species in that locality during the
summer months, and believing that it nested in that vicinity com-
missioned Mr. Norman A. Wood to make a thorough survey in
the vicinity of Oscoda County, hoping that nests might be located.
Reaching his field of labor in Oscoda County, Mr. Wood was

*Birds of Northeastern Illinoiz, Bull. of the Essex Instituts, Vol. VIII, 1876, 100.
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emxflendy successful. I quote from his report:* “On July 2d
Z:izzx A.OM., I started outf crossing the river bottom (near Butle;
Micgie, SC(IJda County, thirty-five miles northeast of Roscommon,
Norwfan)l _came to'a Steep terrace which forms the edge of the
el Ou}; pia_;ns. ThIS‘ IS very wet, and in places fine springs
2 ere also is a dense growth of cedar with tamarack
near the.foot of the terrace. I ir, balm of Gilead and birch mak
up the ttmbc?r. Climbing this slope I found a rather level p] in
with scattering Norway and jack pines. In places these iaﬂ:
been C_Y:lt off, and in their stead there has sprung up a mor o
’I;}S,S thick gl:owth of small jack pines, yellow gak and pogla.?'r
. i_ground 18 covered with a mat of wiptergreen, sweetfern and.
thzu ing arbutgs. I was walking slowly through this, watching
roe Bn;o, song sparrow, ghipp-ing Sparrow and the vesper spar-
h W—the most common bird of these plains—when suddenly I
ea.rd 2 new song, loud, clear, joyous and full of sweet melo);l
This song may be described as follows: weche chee—chee—cheZ.
r-r-r. The r sound is quite prolonged and Ioud. The first t ,
notes are low, then the notes gradually increase in volume to f‘;lro
f:nd. I thought it a Kirtland, although I had never before hearc?
its song. I heard this song repeated at intervals of about thir
seconds: and from different directions, I tried to catch a glim o
of the‘smg.er, but for a long time failed to do so, as he ke tgamg) -
the thick jack pines and scrub oaks, T repeatedly trizd to gg

watzhed him he sat quite erect, threw forward his head and the
iv:rsoxioelzrful song rang out. This song was remarkable because of
s vo 1;n::a:r}d rich melody: I was sure this was the bird for
o Am search; but in orde.r to'make certain the idventity
s - moment 'later I held in my hand 2 fine adult male
o {rtland s Warbler,’ Though Mr. Wood saw other speci

of this Warbler, both male and female, it was not unti] t}?e C"menl'f
‘c‘)‘fh;]' uly that he was successfy] -in his hunt for a nest He’e;ih;
o redI;a;io :earl;(/l reached ‘the line of Crawford County whex? I
‘ frord 2 fag arll on stoppmg., soon saw a male Kirtlandsi singing
s E;t; ;rzcr:]. . j s}l;;)];;ed ‘frolm the wagon and secured

. ne hall mile T saw a male fly to a dead

tree near the road. This bird K in its m :
concluded that.its nest was mear i)if,aaxmoiﬁlatlﬁtlsorlﬂzu; tscc)) i:

_—
*Bull. Michigan Orn. Club, Val, V, March, 1904, 5
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with the worm. I went to the side of a large stub, and while I
was watching, saw this male assume the erect singing position,
throw forward his head and try to sing, still holding the worm
in his mouth. This song may be written thus: ch-ch-che-che-che-a
(the 2 long drawn out). He sang a number of times at intervals
of about sixty seconds—but still held the worm. He soon spied
me and seemed rather uneasy, wagging his tail after the fashion
of Dendroica palmarum. Now the song seemed to take an anxious
or scolding tone and sounded like che, che-chee wicha-g-o.
After watching me a few minutes he dropped from the tree (on
a long glide) to the east about three rods. I suspected he was
going to the nest, so I hurried to the spot, but when I reached
it he was not there; so I stood still and waited. In a few min-
utes he was at his place on the old tree with another worm.
Again he sang and wagged his tail and then dove down, but this
time two rods to the west of the tree. I started to go there,
when just south of the tree I flushed the female from the ground
and after a close look, saw the nest. It may be imagined with
what delight I beheld the first nest of this rare bird ever seen,
and with what eagerness I dropped to my knees beside it to make
a closer examination of ‘its contents. There were two young
birds, perhaps ten days old, and a perfect egg; this proved to be
the only egg found.

“This egg was a delicate pinkish-white (since the contents
were removed it has faded to a dull white) thinly sprinkled with
several shades of brown spots forming a sort of wreath at the
larger end. This egg is .72x.56 inches or 18 by 14 mm., and
contained no embryo. The nest was built in a depression in the
ground, at the foot of a jack pine about five feet tall, and was
only five feet from the road. It was partly covered with low
blueberries and sweetfern plants. The nest is two inches inside
diameter and the same in depth, very neat and compact, and is
composed of strips of soft bark and some vegetable fiber, thickly
lined with fine dead grass and pine needles. A few hairs from
horses’ mane or tail complete the lining.

“As I sat near the nest the female came and alighted on the
branch of the jack pine just back of the nest. She was not at
all shy. Once she came with' a worm in her mouth, but would
not feed the young while I was near. The male also came, but
not so close. Both birds were very restless and uneasy—only
a few seconds in a place—which made it very difficult to take

photographs of them.” ' 3



hioge. o omueT gm0 m Am AR R T



