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ysals come from schools

Forget the robin, Audubon society
sees Kirtland's Warbler as state bird
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By NICOLE JACQUES

Lansing State Journal

Len Stuttman knows everything
about the Kirtland’s Warbler.

He can tell you the year the
bird was discovered and that it
nests only under Michigan’s jack
pine trees.

He'll lay out the reasons it
nearly went extinct and how the
forestry industry now helps pro-
tect the bird’s habitat.

But the Lansing bird expert
wants everyone in Michigan to
recognize  the  songbird’s
significance.

“What’s so unique about a
robin?” he said, referring to the
current state bird. “Here we have
a bird that earns millions of dol-
lars and draws birders from all
over the world.”

Stuttman is leading the Mich-
igan Audubon Society’s initia-
tive to make the Kirtland’s War-
bler — a species that nests only
in Michigan — the official state
bird.

In its centennial year, the con-
servation organization is push-
ing harder than ever to pass such
legislation. It’s gathering peti-
tions and selling teachers’ kits to

schools.

Although less known than
the robin, the Kirtland’s War-
bler has garnered attention for
its growing numbers and annu-
al after-winter journey from the
Bahamas to Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula and northern Lower
Peninsula.

“People need to know about
the bird that’s exclusive to our
state,” Stuttman said. “It speaks
of Michigan.”

For more information, visit
www.michiganaudubon.org.

Contact Nicole Jacques at
377-1066 or njacques@lsj.com.

& David Andrews

- Report LIVE from
the LSJ newsroom.

On Wednesday, April 27, WILX will broadcast its 5:00 p.m.
and 6:00 p.m. newscasts from the Lansing State Journal as
part of the LSJ's 150th anniversary celebration.
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' Andy Provenzano
Gives his weather updates
LIVE on location at the LSJ.
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