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|. BACKGROUND

The Clean Water Action Plan

The President'€lean Water Action Plan (CWAP) provides a blueprint for a cooperative
approach to restoring and protecting water qudlityder this approach, state, federal,
tribal, regional, and local governments, as welpagate partners, will work
collaboratively to focus resources and implemefgative strategies for protecting and
restoring watersheds identified by states anddrdsepriorities through unified watershed
assessments. A key element of Aotion Plan is the integration of public health and
aguatic ecosystem goals when identifying prioritesvatershed restoration and
protection. To facilitate the development of a coelensive framework, the CWAP asks
federal agencies to enter into an agreement foecting program authorities, technical
assistance, data and enforcement resources tatagyys, tribes and local communities
design and implement their drinking water sourc@asment and protection programs"
within an integrated watershed framework and t@aidon program authorities under
relevant laws to assign priority to drinking wasewrce areas needing protectioAtt{on
Plan, Action #15, page 29).

The undersigned federal agencies are enteringhrg@greement to affirm their interest
in federal, state, tribal and local partnershi Support state and tribal government
efforts to complete drinking water source assesssn@ationwide and support source
water protection programs with the primary goapuadtecting the nation's drinking water.



The Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments Drinking Water Sour ce Assessment
Provisions

Section 1453 of the Safe Drinking Water Act as ateenn 1996, requires all states to
complete assessments of their public drinking wsti@plies. By 2003, each state and
participating tribé will delineate the boundaries of areas in theesgat on tribal lands)
that supply water for each public drinking watesteyn, identify significant potential
sources of contamination, and determine how sutdegach system is to sources of
contamination. These drinking water source prodecéireas for which assessments are
required include federal lands that support noreffallly-owned public water systems as
well as non-federal lands that support federallyredvpublic water systems. The
assessments will synthesize existing informatiasuakhe sources of each drinking water
supply, to provide a national baseline on the paaeoontaminant threats and help guide
future watershed restoration and protection. Stades received FY1997 Federal
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund set-aside futedsomplete drinking water source
assessments.

Benefits Of Federal Cooper ation

The Safe Drinking Water Act directs the statesde all available data, including federal
information. Many federal agencies have generalrméation on water quality and

surface and ground water hydrology as well as §ipanformation on watersheds or
aquifers, and federally-owned public water supplieieral agencies can help the states
and tribes complete mandated drinking water soassessments by providing, within the
confines of their limited resources and authorjtieshnical expertise and copies of
existing information on drinking water source paiiten areas collected under other
statutes or initiatives that involved water qualigsessment and protection efforts. This
data could supply much of what is required foraeartrinking water source assessments.

State and tribal drinking water source assessmehes; completed, will provide
additional input for water resource protection g8mf federal agencies and enable such
agencies to direct education, research, remedjaiuh protection programs to highest
priority source waters. Additionally, state andb#liinformation on source water quality
will help guide federal agency decisions regargitegement and construction of new
facilities.

Tribes are not statutorily required to completeeasments of their drinking water
systems. However U.S. EPA strongly encouragessttineomplete drinking water

source assessments and implement protection meamsureecessary. EPA and others will
work to increase awareness among tribes of th&idgrwater source assessment and
protection initiatives and the technical and finahassistance available to tribes.

1. GOALS



In keeping with the spirit of the Safe Drinking WaAct Amendments of 1996 and the
President's Clean Water Action Plan, the goalsisfagreement are:

A. To encourage field and regional offices of timelersigned agencies to continue with
existing or enter into new partnerships with statiéises, and local communities
nationwide as a means of directing technical aast&t to such partners in the
development and implementation of their drinkingevaource assessment and
protection activities.

B. To increase general awareness among federtiesrdf how existing, ongoing water
quality research, monitoring, data, and manageplens relate to state, tribal, regional
and local drinking water source assessment anegiroh activities. The attached "On-
going Federal Initiatives and Project ExpansionSuipport of Drinking Water Source
Assessment and Protection” highlights many ongamtynew source water-related
initiatives by the undersigned federal agencies.

C. To encourage field and regional offices of thdarsigned federal agencies to use the
results of state and tribal drinking water soursgeasments when developing relevant
natural resource, technical assistance, facilitpagament plans and water resource
plans.

1. OBJECTIVES

A. Directing Technical Assistance. Within each of their missions, budgeted resources,
and legal authority, the undersigned federal agsnagree to, but are not limited to the
following objectives, as they partner with statees and local communities in the
development of drinking water source assessmenpegotdction programs:

(1) Streamlining accessibility of existing relevalatta.

(2) Sharing or assisting in development of assessmethodologies, including QA and
QC procedures. (Past water quality assessment dwtges developed through unified
watershed assessments, total maximum daily loassisents, national water quality
inventorying, and water quality monitoring, may yeaiseful to states and tribes).

(3) Cooperating in the completion of drinking waseurce assessments for federally-
owned systems and inventories on federal landdaildies within drinking water
source protection areas.

(4) Encouraging federal liaisons at the field @iomaal level with state and local
technical and/or citizen's advisory committees.

(5) Incorporating drinking water source assessragadtprotection into federal drinking
water quality education efforts and outreach makeri

B. Assigning Priority to Drinking Water Areas | dentifed as Needing Protection. Within
each of their missions, budgets, and legal authdhe undersigned federal agencies will
make use of the tribal and state drinking waters®assessment results by:



(1) Considering state, tribal, and local drinkingter source protection priorities when
developing management plans for federal lands aaititfes, including decisions
regarding placement and construction of new faedit

(2) Examining how state, tribal, and local drinkiwgter source protection concerns may
be incorporated into existing and new regional &eld level watershed research,
management and outreach activities, such as tlssseiated with the state and tribal
unified watershed assessments, and collaboratirgendppropriate.

V. IMPLEMENTATION

Within each of their missions, budgeted resouroesl@gal authorities, the undersigned
federal agencies will implement this agreement isveist with the attached
Implementation Plan (Attachment A). This plan vad reviewed and updated as
necessary. This plan includes steps to:

- Facilitate Regional and Field Office Planning fagrAement Implementation

« Improve Accessibility to Source Water-Related FatlBata

- Coordinate Drinking Water Source Assessment ante&ron Efforts with
Unified Watershed Assessments and Other Related EWetion Items

« Measure Performance of Agreement Implementation.
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