Archaeology, Stewardship
and
Preparing for Global Operations
US Lessons Learned

Dr. Laurie W. Rush, US Army

"Inevitably, in the path of our advance will be found
historical monuments and cultural centers which
symbolize to the world all that we are fighting to preserve."

Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Presentation Notes
Damage to Babylon during the same time the US DoD was present in Iraq resulted in negative headlines around the world.  The fact that the US presence there prevented cultural property looting was never noted.  These events are especially unfortunate for two reasons – first, US DoD has spent more money on archeological inventory and stewardship than possibly any other agency in the world; second, DoD managers have traditionally been protecting archeological sites on home installations by denying soldiers access to them.  We owe DoD personnel the information and training they need to avoid mistakes in-theater.
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US CULTURAL HERITAGE PROGRAMS AT HOME
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Presentation Notes
Every major military installation in the US has a cultural resources team that is responsible for management and stewardship of historic structures and archaeological sites on base.
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Presentation Notes
At Fort Drum, NY, one of the smaller installation cultural resources programs in DoD, the cultural resources team is responsible for over 800 archaeological sites plus a historic district. The sites there include five villages where the inhabitants had to leave when the Army took over in 1941.  The lost villages, LeRaysville walking tour, and outreach field trips all support Fort Drum’s Cultural Resources Program’s outreach to stakeholders.
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Fort Drum consults with the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe, the Onondaga Nation, and the Oneida Indian Nation.  MG Oates is shown here presenting gifts to children of the Onondaga Nation.
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The Army’s Integrated Training Area Management Program (ITAM) and ITAM’s Land Rehabilitation and Maintenance Program (LRAM) is invaluable for implementing site protection.  The Marines could benefit from a similar program, and ITAM cultural resource partnerships could be strengthened and implemented army wide.  The Fort Drum Sterlingville project put 75 high value training acres that were off limits back into training while improving site protection.  It now offers a heritage training area for deploying soldiers.  This area enables soldiers to learn to bed down without digging in and/or damaging the archaeological features.


REPLICA SITES

UNCLASSIFIED

IMNE-DRM-ZA/(315) 772-4165 (DSN 4165) / laurie.rush@us.army.mil


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Fort Drum cultural resources team has also prepared replica archaeological sites for military training.  Replica sites on Fort Drum have been extremely well received by soldiers.  More have been requested by the installation's Tenth Mountain Division Command Group.  These training areas are used for a wide variety of scenarios.


STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE/LEGAL DRIVERS
READING THE LANDSCAPE
RESOURCES AVAILABLE

LESSONS LEARNED IRAQ
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As US Forces have deployed, they increasingly learn how important it is to understand, respect, and preserve the cultural landscapes that they encounter.  


CULTURAL PROPERTY
LESSONS LEARNED
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The Taliban and insurgency forces capitalize on mistakes that offer media opportunities to disparage the US DoD mission. 
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Damage to Babylon during the same time the US DoD was present in Iraq resulted in negative headlines around the world.  The fact that the US presence there prevented cultural property looting was never noted.  These events are especially unfortunate for two reasons – first, US DoD has spent more money on archeological inventory and stewardship than possibly any other agency in the world; second, DoD managers have traditionally been protecting archeological sites on home installations by denying soldiers access to them.  We owe DoD personnel the information and training they need to avoid mistakes in-theater.
No officer wants their command to receive this type of attention.  Education is critical.
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Visitation to Ur by US military personnel was a concern for the Iraqis.  US personnel need to think about how their visitation and appreciation of heritage properties are perceived by host nation nationals.  This specific example made it to General Petraeus .


LEGAL DRIVERS

National Historic Preservation Act

California Ninth District Court “Dugong” Decision

Hague Convention — Ratified

Overseas Environmental Baseline Guidance Document

Annex L To Operations Plan

Law of War

Irag — Strategic Framework Agreement
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US DoD has been endeavoring to meet the responsibilities of the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict prior to US ratification of the Convention.  Deliberate destruction of cultural property as an act of war has been successfully prosecuted at the Hague as a war crime – the example is the shelling of the medieval City of Dubrovnic during the Balkan conflict.


READING THE LANDSCAPE AND AVOIDING IMPACTS
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MIDDLE EAST
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The Office of the Secretary of Defense has funded US Central Command (CENTCOM) to develop templates for environmental planning for the five most critical environmental issues they have identified.  The fifth issue on the list is minimizing impacts to archeological sites.  Bright Star is the first global military exercise to have a qualified archaeologist reviewing the plan and evaluating it against potential archaeological impacts. The 2009 Bright Star Exercise is the first time that US military personnel have had an opportunity to train for the same types of cultural property scenarios encountered by US DoD in Iraq and Afghanistan. It also marks the first time that exercise and operation planners will have an opportunity to learn about Middle Eastern archaeological sites first hand.


ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
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Shorelines are also extremely sensitive areas when it comes to archaeology.  The El Alamein District also includes archaeological features related to military history.


NON-SHIPWRECK SUBMERGED HERITAGE

If you can see old structures or know that there are
archaeological sites on the shore it is likely that there will be
submerged cultural heritage in the area.
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Alexandria is a perfect example of the concept of shoreline antiquities.  Divers need to consider submerged resources when doing underwater operations like demolition. US divers have been very responsive on this issue.
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Presentation Notes
There are going to be significant cultural property issues in urban landscapes as well. Expect archaeological issues in addition to museums, collections, libraries, archives and historic structures.  This image is from Coptic Cairo where the holy family is said to have visited during their exile into Egypt.
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A pyramid is an excellent example of a highly visible feature that is part of a larger site complex.  A ziggurat would be similar.  It is not enough to preserve the feature, ground disturbance anywhere in the vicinity of a feature like this will destroy archaeological context and expose and damage artifacts.  Just like using the features on the shoreline, use visible features as warning signs.
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Some sites are even very subtle from the surface.  Military personnel need to know what types of artifacts and features to look for. 
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Underneath ancient cities of the Middle East lay many layers of occupation.  Many people raised in the US and North America encounter this phenomenon for the first time when they go abroad.  US personnel have disturbed cultural material by digging into the sides of hills that they thought were naturally occurring but are actually ancient cities.  
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In this image, a footpath is contributing to erosion of mud brick tombs.  Imagine how much more damage driving over this feature would do.  Another impact that military personnel often don’t consider is rotor wash and aircraft impacts.


RESOURCES

IMNE-DRM-ZA/(315) 772-4165 (DSN 4165) / laurie.rush@us.army.mil

UNCLASSIFIED


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Office of the Secretary of Defense has funded the In-theater Cultural Property Awareness Project that is producing materials to help US military personnel with heritage issues.
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The project has produced various training and awareness tools, including these playing card decks. The intended audience of the cards are deployed DoD boots on the ground. 
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The soldier pocket card is designed to fit in the pocket of a combat uniform.  It has now been translated into three additional languages.
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We also developed a construction checklist for non archaeological personnel working on projects overseas.
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We also developed an engineering checklist and can customize it for any locality.


Checklist Supplement: Always beware of the possibility of encountering buriec
human remains. On military bases, there may be buried remains of Iraqi military
personnel in addition to the possibility of ancient burials. Always show the
greatest respect if encountering human remains.

Iragi Cemetery at Kirkuk

Sometimes
people are
buried in pottery
vessels in
ancient
Mesopotamia.

Also — Respect
Iraqi
Monuments

Interment at Tell Arba’ah Kabiir
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We also developed an engineering checklist and can customize it for any locality.
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Property boundaries and karez – traditional water system, , these are the types of features that would be included in an Afghanistan version of the check list.
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We have positive lessons learned as well.  Coordination with representatives of the Iraq Ministry of Culture at Tell Arba’ah Kabiir in order to redesign patrol base expansion saved the Tell.  The site was saved because US personnel recognized pottery on the ground and knew that they were in an archaeologically sensitive area.


WAY FORWARD
BUILDING ON LESSONS LEARNED IN IRAQ
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The first Cultural Property Protection International working group meeting was held in Dublin at the World Archaeological Congress in 2006.
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The US military has had a strong tradition of managing cultural property issues well in the past.
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After a meeting with the Minister of Culture and Iraq Museum staff in Baghdad.


CONSIDER LOCAL COMMUNITIES
BEDOUIN GUARDS AT LARSA
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Think about the future and the people for whom these places have value.
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